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ID theft continues to be one on the most damaging 
types of fraud. A 2015 Javelin Strategy & Research 
report found that 12.7 million Americans were 
victimized by identity theft in the past year, translating 
into a total of $16 billion in losses. 
 
While older adults are not the exclusive targets 
of ID theft, they can be especially susceptible to 
victimization, and the impact can be devastating. 
Identity thieves use the information to open new 
accounts, misuse checking or saving accounts, rent 
housing, obtain medical care or employment, or to 
obtain government records such as tax returns. Some 
thieves even use stolen identities when being charged 
with crimes. 
 
The FTC offers these tips to protect yourself and 
elderly relatives: 

 
• Don’t give out personal information on the phone, 
through the mail, or over the Internet unless you’ve 
initiated the contact, can identify whom you’re dealing 
with, and know how your information will be used and 
secured. 

 
• Guard your mail and trash from theft. Deposit 
outgoing mail in post office collection boxes or at your 
local post office instead of in an unsecured mailbox. 
Remove mail from your mailbox promptly.

 
• Tear or shred your charge receipts, copies of credit 
applications or offers, insurance forms, physician 
statements, check and bank statements, and expired 
charge cards.

• Do not carry your Social Security card in your wallet. 
Rather, keep it in a secure place and give your SSN 
only when absolutely necessary. 

 
• If your Medicare card has your SSN listed on it, 
make a photocopy of the card and use a permanent 
marker to black out the first five digits of your SSN 
only on the photocopy. Carry the photocopy of the 
card with you and keep your Medicare card in a secure 
place.  
• Limit the identification information and the number 
of credit and debit cards that you carry. 
• Keep your purse or wallet in a safe place at work 
and at home. 
• Monitor and review your credit report annually.  
 
For more identity theft prevention tips, call or stop in 
to TACU Credit Union today. And if you ever become 
a victim of identity theft, remember that we’re here     
to help.

Fraud Against the Elderly: Protecting Yourself From Identity Theft



2017 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
TACU awards up to $1,000 in scholarship money each year. The 
money may be given to an individual recipient or be divided among 
multiple recipients at the discretion of our scholarship committee.

Eligibility Requirements:
The applicant must be a member or a child of a primary member of 
TACU and the applicant must be enrolled, or plan to enroll, in a school 
of higher education on a full time basis the next academic school 
year.

Application Process:
The applicant must complete the TACU scholarship application which 
can be picked up at the TACU main office or at the Tomah High School 
Student Branch. Applications may also be printed from the website 
at www.tacuonline.com/scholarship. Once complete, the application 
should be submitted to TACU on or before April 1, 2017. The award(s) 
will be presented in May either at the Tomah High School Awards 

Banquet if the recipient is attending, or the recipient will be notified in writing. The winner(s) will receive a check 
made payable to them and the school of their choice.

If there are any questions regarding the TACU scholarship, please call 608-372-473. 
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As part owner of TACU Credit Union, 
you are invited to the 77th Annual Meeting. 

Join us to meet elected Board Members and TACU employees, and to learn about the 
financial position of TACU! There will be an opportunity to ask any questions you may 

have. Make sure to stay after the meeting to enjoy a light meal and door prizes.



Anniversaries

Chris Laufenberg
VP of Member Services

36 years

Amanda Hintz
Mortgage Loan Officer

9 years

Board Members

Paul Wiese
Chairman

John Froelich
Vice-Chairman

Linda Johnson
Treasurer

Gary Klinker
Secretary

Gary Dechant
Director

Carl Salzwedel
Director

Brady Mathison
Director

Upcoming Events

Annual Meeting
February 16th, 2017 

7:00 pm
Best Western Tomah

Tomah, WI 

13th Annual Bowling Tournament
April 1, 2017

11:30 am | 3:00 pm | 7:00 pm
Hooterbowl
Hustler, WI Protect your TACU debit card against fraud 

using transaction control, check your balance, 
and find the nearest ATM with Shazam Bolt$!
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Ask us how to enroll today!

To see if iTransact can get you 
better credit card processing 
rates or if you’d like to learn 

more, call 608-372-4736!


